
Master of 
Accountancy



Why the 
Carlson School?
When you choose the Carlson School, you’re making a wise investment in yourself. 
You’ll receive a rigorous education from world-class faculty. You’ll be centered in 
an unparalleled business community that’s home to 17 Fortune 500 companies 
and six of the largest privately held companies in the world. That contributes to 
unprecedented opportunities for experiential learning and networking. You may 
have opportunities for global exploration. And you’ll build lifelong connections with a 
diverse community of peers. That’s priceless.
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Why the Master of 
Accountancy?
A master’s degree in accounting can help launch or accelerate a career in a field 
with high job security. With the Carlson School’s Master of Accountancy (MAcc) 
program, you’ll develop a deep knowledge of accounting—learning the whys in 
addition to the hows. Attend full-time or at your own pace and take advantage 
of our robust Carlson Business Career Center (CBCC). Upon completion of the 
program, you’ll be prepared to qualify for the CPA exam. The program is also 
designated as a STEM degree in recognition of its rigorous, data-driven curriculum.
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Program Overview
The Master of Accountancy program offers all the flexibility you seek. The on-campus program 
starts in either the fall or spring and has two different tracks: one for those with an accounting 
undergraduate degree and one for those without. You can choose to attend full-time or part-time. 
Merit scholarships are available, and you’ll receive career coaching and support through the 
Carlson Business Career Center. And no matter which path you choose, you’ll earn a STEM-
designated degree that will develop the skills you need to excel in today’s accounting landscape.

ACCOUNTING 
UNDERGRADUATE TRACK

30 credits

NON-ACCOUNTING 
UNDERGRADUATE TRACK

44 credits

Curriculum Tracks
START DATE
Fall or Spring

DURATION
Full-time – 1 or 1.5 years  

(track dependent)

Part-time – Average 2 to 2.5 years 
(track dependent)

AVERAGE WORK 
EXPERIENCE 

1.7 years

FORMAT
On campus

TWO STEM-DESIGNATED 
TRACKS
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Curriculum Highlights
We offer two tracks: one for those with undergraduate degrees in accounting, and one for those 
with non-accounting undergraduate degrees. Both tracks satisfy the 150 credit-hour requirement 
to qualify for the CPA exam and can be completed full-time or part-time. Both tracks are also 
STEM-designated, which may allow you to apply for an optional practical training extension after 
completing your degree. 

The program’s STEM designation highlights its quantitative and data-driven curriculum, which 
will equip you with in-demand analytical skills. You’ll study the latest accounting topics including 
internal control, Securities and Exchange Commission, and accounting information systems. To 
customize your studies, you’ll also take electives that align with your interests.

In addition, you’ll learn from experienced accounting professionals and world-class faculty 
researchers. Get a valuable glimpse into on-the-job challenges while absorbing the latest insight 
from research on key issues in accounting, finance, taxation, and more.

Faculty
As a Master of Accountancy student, you’ll learn from experienced 
accounting professionals and esteemed faculty and lecturers.  
Here is a look at two of our instructors, who are both student favorites.

Helen Zhang
 
Haiwen (Helen) Zhang is the Carl L. Nelson Professor of 
Accounting and the PhD program coordinator. Her expertise is 
in financial reporting, accountancy and security regulation, and 
financial institutions. Her primary research interests include 
accounting and security regulation, corporate risk management, 
accounting for financial institutions, and discrimination in consumer 
lending. Students chose Zhang as co–Faculty of the Year in the 
MAcc program. 

Clayton Forester
 
Clayton (Clay) Forester is a senior lecturer and the director of the 
Master of Accountancy program. His teaching experience includes 
financial reporting (introductory, intermediate, and advanced), 
managerial accounting, international accounting, and the Securities 
and Exchange Commission course. Forester teaches in the 
Undergraduate, MBA, and MAcc programs. He accompanies and 
instructs students on international education programs through the 
Carlson Global Institute. Students chose Forester as co–Faculty of 
the Year in the MAcc program. 
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Career Impact
Embedded in the Twin Cities’ thriving business ecosystem, the Carlson School 
has strong relationships with top companies, accounting firms, and consultancies. 
Employers regularly visit campus to recruit.

Our program’s holistic and flexible approach expands your career options. While 
you might start in accounting and finance, eventually you may run a start-up or be 
a consultant. Graduates of our MAcc program have pursued successful careers 
in private and public accounting, the public sector, and education—such as law 
school and PhD programs.

The Carlson Business Career Center will help you throughout your journey. 
Explore your options with information sessions and build confidence with one-
on-one career coaching in creating a resume, practicing interviewing skills, and 
negotiating job offers.

Carlson School 
Alumni Network
As a Master of Accountancy student, you’ll 
have access to the Carlson School Alumni 
Network. Our alumni know the rigor of our 
program firsthand and look to us for the most 
talented recruits. That means a new world of 
connections for you.

60,000
ALUMNI IN MORE THAN  

100 COUNTRIES

This degree was instrumental for me getting a job as a 
senior financial analyst with Amazon. … I’m also a CPA, and 
getting into the program helped me crack the CPA exam 
on the first attempt. So, I thank my MAcc professors and 
the MAcc curriculum for that, too.

’20 MACC, SENIOR FINANCIAL ANALYST, AMAZON 

Ananya Das

One day, I received an email from the CBCC that said, 
‘We want to make you aware of this position, and we think 
you would be a good fit and you should apply.’ And so, I 
did and was not really expecting it to go my way because 
Google is a huge company—one of the best companies 
in the world, literally. So, having the career center reach 
out to me directly was huge. But it also goes to show 
how really committed the Carlson School is to preparing 
students for a career.

’22 MACC, ACCOUNTING ANALYST, GOOGLE

Lauren Rishovd

I still apply things I learned on day one at the Carlson 
School here at UnitedHealth Group—a combination of both 
the soft skills and the technical skills. What’s stayed with 
me is a desire to continue to push myself to learn and grow.

’15 MACC, INTERNAL AUDIT MANAGER, UNITEDHEALTH 
GROUP

Jesse Stamm
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Join a thriving business community—and a broader community  
with more cultural, sports, and nature opportunities than you  
can possibly imagine.

The Twin Cities are home to several renowned global companies 
including Target, Medtronic, Best Buy, and General Mills. But 
there’s plenty beyond business, too: From a stunning array of art, 
music, and theater to seven professional sports teams, from fine 
dining to the Mall of America—not to mention hundreds of parks, 
trails, and lakes—there’s something here for everyone.

Living in Minneapolis

17
FORTUNE  500 

COMPANY 
HEADQUARTERS

#2 & #3 PARK SYSTEMS  
IN THE NATION  

(Minneapolis and St. Paul 
respectively)

Admissions
If you have an accounting undergraduate degree, there are no prerequisite classes. 

If you do not have an accounting undergraduate degree, you must have/meet the following 
requirements before starting the program:

1.	 An undergraduate degree in any field. You may apply during your senior year but must 
complete the baccalaureate degree before entering the MAcc program.

2.	 You must complete or be in the process of completing these courses (or the equivalent):

•	 ACCT 2051 Introduction to Financial Reporting;

•	 ACCT 3001 Introduction to Management Accounting;

•	 ACCT 5101 Intermediate Accounting 1

Apply Now
choose.umn.edu/apply

ADMISSION CHECKLIST  

 �Online application and processing fee

 Transcripts

 Current resume

 Personal statement

 Video essay

 Two professional recommendations

 English Language Testing Score (if applicable)

APPLICATION DEADLINES 

SPRING (JANUARY) START FALL (SEPTEMBER) START

September 15 - Priority deadline for 
international applicants

April 15 - Priority deadline for 
international applicants

October 15 - Final deadline for 
international applicants

May 15 - Final deadline for 
international applicants

November 15 June 15

December 15 July 15

8 LARGEST  
PRIVATELY HELD 

COMPANIES IN U.S. 

Forbes, 2023

TOP 10 MOST  
CIVICALLY ENGAGED 

METRO AREAS

Washington Post, 2023  
(For Period 2017-2021)
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